Roots: Rectification and Return
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SHEN i 18 ; ; P T i 1-16. Meal-offering and libations This passage gives a
17 HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying, '® “Speak (o the Children of Israel and say to them: When B o Lo Cotaiiy s et be sccompanied by gifts of
you come to the Land to which | bring you, '* it shall be that when you will eat of the bread of meal-offerings and wine libations. This would not apply until
the Land, you shall set aside a portion for HASHEM. 2 As the first of your kneading you shall set thirty-nine years later, when the nation entered the Land, but

aside a loaf as a portion, like the portion of the threshing-floor, so shall you set it aside. 21 From ¥ the law was given.them now to console the younger genera-

tion and give them confidence that God still intended to give

the first of your kneading shall you give a portion to HASHEM, for your generations. them the Land (Ibn Exra: Ramhan}

— 3
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For believing the Meraglim and rejecting Eretz Yisrael, the Jewish People
were sentenced: “In this Wilderness your corpses will fall... Your chil-
dren... Twill bring them and they will know the land which you abhorred.”

The Jews mourned this verdict intensely; a small cohort even attempted
to ascend and conquer the land on its own, but was wiped out by Amalek.
Immediately afterwards, Hashem told Moshe, “Speak to the Jewish
People and tell them: “When you come to the land of your dwelling that
I will give you...””® and proceeded to instruct regarding the mitzvah of .
nissuch hayayin, pouring wine down the altar to accompany the sacrifices.
Fqllowing the mitzvah of nissuch hayayin, Hashem again told Moshe
to tell the Jewish People, “When you come to the land that I will bring
you...” and gave the mitzvah of challah, of separating a piece of dough to
give to the Kohen.

Rashi, noting the unique placement of these mitzvos and that they are '
preceded by a clause predicting entry to Eretz Yisrael, comments, “He let
them know that they will enter the land.”*°

This 13 what the Midrash says:""

“Go and eat your bread with joy” — this is the parashah of challah. “Go

and drink your wine with a good heart” -  this is the parashah of nissuchin. '
12

Why? “Because Hashem has desired your actions”™ * — this is entry to

“Eretz Yisrael.
Or, as Tanna D'vei Eliyahu puts it:"?

At that time Hashem said to Moshe, “Go and appease those poor ones
whose hearts have gone out of them.”
Moshe said before Him, “Master of the Universe, how should | ap-

peasc them?”

He said to him, “Go and appease them with words of Torah — When
you come to the land of your dwelling, etc.”

Yes, entry to Eretz Yisrael was delayed by the episode of the Meraglim,
but not forever. Eventually, they would enter Eretz Yisrael.

H = =

But did they enter Eretz Yisrael? The generation of the wilderness

never entered Eretz Yisrael —they were buried in the sands of the desert!

- And if you will argue that Hashem was informing them that their chil-

dren would enter Eretz Yisrael, well, that was already promised as part of the

punishment, “In this Wilderness your corpses will fall... Your children... I

will bring them'and they will know the land which you abhorred.”
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Adam reasoned that if he were to eat that fruit and
bring himself and the world down from their rarefied and
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almost perfect spirituality into heavy physicality with all the
temptations and ‘possibilities of failure which would result,
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and then hold strong, within that lower state remain true to
his Creator, that would be a far greater act of service than
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merely desisting from one simple action of disobedience.
Essentially, he wished to amplify the scope of his free will so
that there would be more work to be done, and therefore
more opportunity to draw close to Hashem of his own doing.
He sensed that there was far more scope and potential
for expression of his independent free will than his given
situation allowed. And he was right. And he was wrong. He

was right because in truth he had enormous potential; he
was close to Divine in his greatness and virtually unlimited
in power. But he was wrong because in going against the
Divine command he would be moving out of reality.

And this is the point to understand: in every action of
human free choice which is in contradiction to the Divine
command there is a powerful illusion of independence —
“No-one tells me what to do”; there is an assertion of self
which is heady in its potency. Butin every action which is in *
contradiction to the Divine command there is a death; if
Hashem is the definition of existence, then any action
against Him, no matter how powerful its sense of reality, is
an action out of existence. -

The nature of human emotion is such that there is a
resistance to doing that which is commanded from outside
the self; in such obedience lies a negation of self, a negation
of desire and of that deepest level of the personality which is

the seat of free choice. And in such obedience there is a
sense of death too — a deep level of self is being annulled,

negated, slain.
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Clearly, they misinterpreted what they saw. The land did;l devourH
its inhabitants. Yet, if the correct interpretation of what the spies saw
was so obvious, what led them to draw the opposite conclusions? The
answer is that, for various reasons, the spies did not want the people
to enter the land. The Zohar explains that each of these spies had a po-

~irs;iticm of authority in the desert. They were concerned, on some level
that when the Jewish People would enter the Land of Israel there wouldJ

be a reshuffle and new appointments would be made. Therefore they
preferred to stay in the desert.

AR 93B3 I3 195V EBE Ynb b

This comment is most disturbing. Among all the other factors which
must have been involved in the spies’ decision to stay in the desert was

a desire for honor, which affected the way that they looked at every-

thing that they saw. We do not know how conscious the spies were of
this motivation. All we know are the results. )

| 5 pmsp D30 10) 0 A 1 BEIDD

LKN21 Kaw N b onw Kun

mae e

mp 76R DRIEN DEID BN EIM3 N

ADIPNES  ED) JPE POED

pb oWb3n 37 B H7DED 373 I
PdS) OWAIMR SE DHO Map (;bo
vRr Yy % SEOp w3 3 Bro pnnes

Pb_EWBI 1O 93D BN YIND PO o

o od rn e ophes oED:
dpoved B prEn 1Sy piband pRsoh
OPdEI DR

- —

aup BY 1mpdEs pohsop 3bo d5h 1NN
oapDE eBhame b I
Py ap 3np 35 737 9mb nsEn

Sp Y s B 9pe 03wy panh

5 3bon I 73n” SfIDD 3Y DEN
Yoy DoHn bu 73w D s 73] 3
B omp 73 1P B ahM [Pod 77
apn 3p pdp oEw e mhso 3k

P oEsd »na hpses ibmd o7h o
b33 Byn by 12°39 DED bav7 b DD
3P B3 973 39 Fpn 0 73

pobso % popw ompy B3 B PAN
W /m 730 YRR Dp O DwhEd
ANSH b7 1 IBEE Hndpa puE 7o Hb

e PEm o SEop 30 b bh 1wy

fopy ot pY 2 ,obhd PRRIDD M0 M
pdp pIpnE By v pdp hobs
g Y 1ED) 1WPDT IDIDBES IED) WL
35 12H MSLD 159D L 05ED) b
Yaps my S0 DEW pY pensy o B

g PG 392 9P DIVPD D DN MEND

a0h qEm BY D T30 DYRD PN dps
Vs owm o opwps by Hh Mo ohamd
oob Hdp DSy D10 prpn H3 PILD

D1dEs OPIdE Pbin Bad pHd ) on
BYT PYPIDDI 73 BAYD 1B 708 3D PO
iy

O o ooth % pdp Ho P

ot PbSmd 15 7w phEs omd TpORD

ko

33

Y



By referring to the verse in Koheleth, our Sages wanted us to
understand the fundamental connection between these Divine
laws and ‘the catastrophe brought about by the conduct of the
spies, nay of the Jewish people.

What was the nature of the severe misconduct which brought
death in the desert to that generation? It was the people’s un-
justified, desperate sense of helplessness induced by the depressing

1P NRon

report of-the spies. ®W wam a%n nar on NARYY WK pINRG 8 NK32
e “We came to the land to which you sent us; it also flows
of milk and honey, and this is its fruit —" But then the spies con-
tinue: PRI 2w PYY 0w 1RT IR *TY DN AN PIRD W 05 1Y 7D DOR
PR KT P v Yo mey? Yon kY n ann “but the people which
inhabits the land, it is too strong — Amalek dwells in the land of
the South, etc. — it just won’t work, we cannot move against this
nation for it is too strong for us”, The result: K10 7772 DY 1927
“the people wept in this night” — m*n ara ‘v %% comment the Sages
(Taanith 29a), this was the night of the 9th of Av which was to
witness Israel's most tragic periods. — ©n”3a onx napn on? 0K
m1 132 osh yp " on Yw o3 “‘God said: you wept without a
reason — [ shall cause you to weep in the distant future”.
The same transgression — this is the gist of the Sages’ wisdom
— which prevented our ancestors from moving into the Promised
Land caused them many centuries later to leave this land; it is the
same transgression which still keeps us from truly entering the
Promised Land.
Satvan bw o1 oan 7w 02 on'pa onk-This is the transgression
which always proved to be our fortune’s pitfall. Unspeakable
Galuth-suffering came over us, not because we took too much
pleasure and wept too few tears when good fortune was our lot,
but because we curtailed our enjoyment and cried too many tears;
because we had too little confidence in our own destiny and
deemed ourselves powerless against the giants among the nations;
and because we failed to recognize the true sources of our power
and strength. It is these same circumstances which cause the con-
tinuation of our Galuth-suffering.
b3 370 22% 103 AnEwI PTRYR 1 AR 1T ’Y Wk nan “For you did
not serve your God with joyfulness and with a happy heart, in the
abundance of it all”’. This is the Divine prophetic judgment which
traces the cause of historic tragedy to the tears of hopelessness
‘and weakness which promote un-Jewish anxiety while undermin-
ing Jewish joyfulness and destroving Jewish self-respect. Qne wor-
41y alone should fill our hearts at all times: 713 yon ox “May God
take pleasure in us”, The certainty of possessing God's proximity, -

R‘ Sodowan ?)"” L G\)

God’s protection, should fill our hearts with the vigor of
joyfulness and with the pride of self-respect.

Let us ask ourselves: have the long centuries of suffering final-
ly taught us to rise to this'plateau of joyfulness and pride?. Do we
not shed more often tears of failure and weakness instead of being
inspired by the Divine nearness to attain inner strength and never-
EN I

For Israel was to serve — but the service became servitude. It

was to serve, throughout its existence, an unending Divine service,
but it was to serve God exclusively, only God. dependent only on
God, finding its strength and protection, its wealth and happiness
solely in its faithful devotion to God. With Israel’s jubilating vow
of ynwn muwy, it was to renounce any dependence on material sup-
port.and was to look to God as the source of its courage and faith
to_let itsell be borne by God *“‘on wings of eagles”. Alas, the
Jewish people was not satisfied to serve but the One, and it felt not
secure under the protection of The One. Servi od failed to in-
. spire the people, it was not the sum total of its happiness; and so it

exchanged the service of The One 'with servitude to many and \’

proceeded in an atmosphere of incredible self-delusion to elevate
the surrounding nations, their cultures and philosophies, to

become masters of their existence. With God the people felt in-
secure and it looked to other so-called deities to insure its safety
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and survival. [t did not realize that the support of an entire world
could not take the place of the protection that God alone can
grant provided it is satisfied to serve only Him and to consider
such service the sum total of its existence.
The people sits and weeps — it weeps into the night; it teels so
bitterly disillusioned because it failed to realize where its true
wealth was and its frustration exchanged the service of The One
with servitude of the many: Amay 27 »y» i 1n% Following the
Sages’ brilliant comment, ¥ ¥z 198w % for it thought it had to
consume the tenth which was set aside for the poor; the people felt
impoverished in the midst of %3 211 and it ceased *‘to serve God in
joyfulness” and with a happy heart in the midst of abundance.
&, T2y 3 yn amw an?a This "w-feeling and the resulting
nmay am-need, this miserable self-degradation and the resulting
doubts of Divine omnipotence were the true causes of all
catastrophes the Jewish people had to endure throughout its
history. This is vividly expressed in the words of the Sages: nmon
721 1'mam 1712 Our ancestors transmitted to us the tradition that
the spies were named after their transgressions but the interpreta-
tion of only ore name is known: %3*» 13 Mno.
Our Sages have certainly nd intention to deprive the names of
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the spies or of their fathers — the latter being innoccntlof any = B o . —
wrongdoing — of their original meaning. Their purpose is as s Every Jew alive today is not merely a distant descendant of
often elsewhere, to imprint on our consciousness the great ad- W‘MM
monitions which the incident of the spies conveys to us forall time tgaches that every [ew is actually part of Adam HaRishon himself.
to come: 7% [3 MAO_these names EXpress the cause which Some stem from his forehead, some from his eyes, some from his
brought about the tragic course of events: ("WyR) MIT INOw MNo
nvapn 7w hé rebelled against the Divine Will 7 10¥¥ nwyw 28D

ot 2o

-

hands, feet, trunk, etc. When Adam was formed from the holy earth
when he demeaned himself. of Eretz Yisrael, it was we ourselves who were formed from its

“no_is the son Of 7xm, i will always remain the father of sacred soil.* Eretz Yisrael is not merely our beloved homeland; it
Jnot:, This act of self-demeaning always leads to treason against is the source of our very selves. It is called “Ima [mother] Tzion,”

Sod; 10 pebellion agalqsl His Secred “-“u'-lf only this lhxe_‘. one name- because, in a sense, Eretz Yisrael gave birth to us; Eretz Yisrael is
interpretation remains in our memory, it will be sufficient to serve

3 5
gs a constant warning of the scope of the transgression and its gur mother.
sause, . a
Lg\ 36 Everything Is Attracted to Its Origin

people when it is ready, trained by its desert experience, to set foot

in the Holy Land as God's nation. Then its Divine worship is

always to be accompanied by 2oy, for it is God from Whose

Hand it receives its true joyfulness. Then it is to raise its bread as

challa in homage to God for it is God Whose care is the source of
Vits daily nourishment.

&'m ~anY ankwa 2198 72 God thereby addresses His people: Once
God approves of your actions, you may enjoy bread in joyfulness
and drink your wine with a cheerful heart. Without God, without _
Divine approval of your deeds, you need not confine your tears to
the confrontation with the hostile giants of the earth; every piece

There is a law of nature that is an axiom central in Chassidic
thought, and this law is that everything must return to its
origin. It may wander far from where it came from, drift light-years
away from where it originated, but it must return! Thus Koheles
teaches: “The sun rises, the sun sets, then to its-place it refurns ...
round and around the wind goes and to its rounds it refurns ... To
the place where the rivers go, they refurn.”®

And this law holds true in all of nature: apples fall to the ground
because it is from there they are nurtured; fire does not fall down
because it does not come from the ground.” When man dies, his bodl

of bread, every drop of wine will be spoiled by the trembling anx-
iety and fear of what the next moment might bring. With God,
with the certainty of Divine proximity resulting from your loyal
fulfillment of the Divine Will, you need never fear 0280 1¥1113 "3
“pwyn X, This is the only pre-condition for Israel’s entry into the
“Holy Land! pIK? %70 noin n_
Ignoring this truth caused the loss of our Tand, destruction of
© our state, and the onset of bitter Galuth-suffering. Only the full,
faithful realization of this demand yaX? 2K noion W will pave our
way back to the homeland. This will never be the case as long as
the oan Yw 793 still dominates Jewish thinking and deeds.

4=t
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ROQTED IN ERETZ YISRAEL

3

‘There is a law of nature, ignored perhaps by scientists, but very much op-

erational nevertheless: everything is attracted, and eventually returns, to

its source. For example, ever since death was decreed upon man, his body

returns to the earth from where it originates and his soul returns to
leaven, where the source of the soul is found.

\aAlshich HaKadosh notes that when Hashem told Avraham Avinu
to go to Eretz Yisrael, He told him, “Lech Lecha,” which literally
translates as “Go to yourself.” Thus Hashem was telling Avraham,
Go fo_your roots; g6 to where you come from.

@ Because Eretz Yistael is where the Jewish people originate, the
very first Jew was already commanded to go live there.

4, Non-Jews also descend from Adam, but they come from the part of Adam that was
taken from the parts of Eretz Yisrael that are not co id tz Yisrael, but
merely serve as the veins for the different countries which then emerged from Eretz

o
returns to the earth from where it originates, and his soul to heaven from

where it comes. o
From precisely which earth did the body of Adam originate? There are

yarious opinions: from beneath the Mizbe'ach; from the Beis HaMikdash;

or from all over Eretz Yisrael In truth, the most important organs of

Adam, his mind and heart, were taken from the Mizbe'ach, his gther vital

organs from the Beis HaMikdash, and the rest of his body from all over

Eretz Yisrael. "* . s
M As descendants of Adam, we each originate from Fretz Yisrael and

should naturally be attracted to Eretz Yisrael. We should find it so charm-

ing that we shouldn’t be able to notice any faults in Eretz Yisrael because,

“Love cavers for all faults.""

But we did reject Eretz Yisrael because we were disconnected from our

_origin; qur sins were Jike barriers, blocking our attraction.

3%

84 0O SACRED SOIL

n the chronicles of Creation, the Torah discloses the origin of
Man, “And Hashem Elokim formed Adam [out of] dust from

Yisrael. For more on this subject, see Chapter 8, “Origin of the World.”

A

ﬁg—?he connection of the Jewish people to Eretz Yisrael is something
Bl to marvel at. We have been separated from Eretz Yisrael for
two thousand years, with the various segments of the Jewish people
acclimating to the countries where hashgachah has sent them,
adjusting their mentality and culture to their host country. Yet, from
Poland to Hungary to Morocco and Yemen, Jews have maintained a

~

lpnging and desire to return to this tiny country in the center of the
tempest that is the Middle East with an intensity that is astounding.
Because we come from Eretz Yisrael, we would always feel the tug
tq return no matter how distantly we have been cast away from it.*
~ eciprocally, Eretz Yisrael would not give itself up to any people
other than the Jewish people; no nation has succeeded in inhabitin g
this stubborn stretch of territory. It was only with the in
return of the Jewish people to their homeland that Eretz Yisrael began,
in equal increments, opening up its reservoirs of fruitfulness. Fretz
Yisrael lay barren and depressed for two thousand vears waiting for
its people. And when they returned and began showering it with
love, Eretz Yisrael finally began to blossom 7
Ihe people of Yisrael and the land of Yisrael are tied in wedlock,
closely interconnected, eternally bonded.

The Source of Jewish Souls -

gut the connection between the Jewish people and their
land goes even deeper. This is because the physical piece of
topography nestled between the Jordan River and Mediterranean

the land.”" The Midrash further informs that the land from where
the dust used to create Adam was taken was Eretz Yisrael, with the

mind and heart of Adam being formed from earth found at the site
of the Altar.? :
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Sea is rooted in a spiritual land that exists in heaven.® This land is

also known as Olam Haba, the world of true pleasure.

And while on a physical level, Jewish bodies originate from the

dust of Eretz Yisrael and are destined to return there, Jewish souls

come from Olam Haba and are therefore destined to return there, as the

Mishnah declares, “All Jews have a portion in the World to Come. 10

Therefore, it is not only on a physical level that Jews feel that they

must return to Eretz Yisrael, it is their neshamos that propel them
there, sensing that thereby the neshamak can connect to its source

in

Olam Haba. Indeed, the Gemara and Midrash teach that one who

walks four cubits in Eretz Yisrael is assured of a‘having a portion

in Olam Haba. The Me'or Einayim explains on a slightly different
vein, that it is easier to get to Olam Haba from Eretz Yisrael than
from chutz la’ Aretz.

And even though an individual Jew may wander far, far away

from both Eretz Yisrael in the sense of geographical distance and
Qlam Haba in the sense of spiritual alienation, he will, no, he must,
return! Perhaps after a few years, decades or millennia, his soul will -
tug at him, events will be arranged to force him or he will have to
epdure suffering, but he will return to both, Eretz Yisrael and Olam

Haba. )

3\ Disconnected From Eretz Yisrael

Sometimes a Jew will not feel any attraction to Eretz Yisrael.

How can it be that he should feel no pull toward his origin?

This is against nature. )

If a magnet is put near another magnet of opposite charge it will
move toward it; that is natural. However, if there is an insulating
material placed between them, the magnets will not move closer

at

all, even though naturally they should. If alien matter comes

between two things that should attach themselves fo each other, the
attraction is neutralized.

I

(

He Blinded to Fault

%ing. Shlomo taught, “All imperfection is obscured by
4 love.”*When thereislovebetween two people, they are simply
blinded to each other’s faults, to the benefit of the relationship.

A Jew should see no fault in Eretz Yisrael because he should be
filled with love for Eretz Yisrael. The Meraglint, who went to spy the
land in advance of the initial conquest, reported negatively about
Eretz Yisrael. Their natural attraction to Eretz Yisrael was blocked
by insulation; the love they should have had to their source of origin
was obstructed and therefore they were able to perceive the land

negatively. '

el

This explains why sometimes, or unfortunately, oftentimes, there
can be a Jew, who, even though his soul comes from Olam Haba and
his body from Eretz Yisrael, feels no desire to go to Eretz Yisrael.

If a Jew feels no yearning to go to Eretz Yisrael, it is a sign that
there is some insulating material between himself and Eretz Yisrael.
Even someone who cannot actually travel to Eretz Yisrael should
still feel the tug, should feel that his living in chutz la’Aretz is a
compromise.

The Rebbe R’ Baruch of Mezibuzh said that there are two signs of
spiritual depression for a Jew, one of them being a lack of longing for
Eretz Yisrael." Just as the symptoms of emotional depression include
apathy toward people and experiences that should usually excite,
feeling indifference to Eretz Yisrael, a Land that should instinctively
excite the soul, is a symptom of spiritual depression. And just like
a person suffering from emotional or mental depression seeks help
from an expert, a person suffering from spiritual depression should
seek help from a mentor who can help him rehabilitate himself
spiritually.”
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RETURNING TO OUR SOURCE
THROUGH NISSUCHIN AND CHALLAH

43

)

When Adam ate from the Etz HaDaas he was distanced from his source
Eden. The Jewish People were supposed to have

and was ejected from Gan

rectified his sin by loving and returning to their source, Eretz Yisrael, but

the Meraglim ruined it.
= Rigﬁtl after they sinned, the Jews realized their terrible mistake and

were filled with intense regret. In response, Hashem gave them the mitzvos
of nissuchin and challah, both which reconnect us to our roots.
The wine accompanving the sacrifices was poured into a channel near
the Mizbe'ach. This channel descended all the way until the 1°n 12¥, the
foundation stone, the rock from where Hashem began creating the world.
How was this hollow formed?
3¢ The Rogatchover Gaon'® provides a startling answer: When Hashem
created Adam, He took a piece from the earth, just as a woman plucks a
piece of challah from a dough.'” Where the dust of Adam had been, there
were now the two hollows for the nissuchin.

< Through the mitzvah of challah, Adam, the “challah” of the world, is
rectified, returned to the “dough” of his origin.'® Similarly, the wine flow-
ing down the cavity fom}ed by the removal of that “challah” reconnected

mankind to its source.
And this consoled the generation of the wilderness. True, like Adam,

they had ripped themselves away from their roots, but they would return.
If not in this lifetime, then in a future one.
Indeed, the generation of the wilderness is reincarnated in a gener-
ation that will enter Eretz Yisrael, and not just for a few hundred years,
Lb(ut forever. The Dor HaMidbar came back down as our generation, the
. generation of Tkvisa d 'Meshicha, who will merit, very soon, to return to our

source: Eretz Yisrael.

Amen.



